Independent t-test was used to test for significant differences (p < 0.05) in each variable between the four cohorts. * , † , ‡ and § indicate significant differences between the NC and HG cohorts, between the NC and HF cohorts, between the NC and M cohorts, and between HG and HF cohorts, respectively. The parameters were calculated using QIIME software. Significant differences were calculated using the Kruskal test by R. A significant difference between the groups was considered at P < 0.05. 
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